
 

 PRESS RELEASE – 7 February 

 
Susie Newbery appointed as the new Executive Director of Complicité 
 

Susie joins Complicité from the Exhibition Road Cultural Group, where she is currently 
Director. Exhibition Road Cultural Group is a partnership of the leading arts, culture and 
science institutions in South Kensington, the world’s original cultural district. Working with 
22 member organisations – including the V&A, Natural History Museum, Royal Albert Hall, 
Science Museum and Imperial College, London – she leads collaborative projects including 
festivals and events, and creative, sustainability and placemaking programmes designed to 
promote and develop the district and improve access by bringing the best of arts and 
culture to everyone.  
 
Prior to this Susie held a senior leadership role at the National Theatre as Head of Executive 
Projects. She worked with the Executive Director, the Board, the wider organisation and 
theatre community on a range of operational and organisational responsibilities, including 
project management of the creation of a new 5-year strategy, business plan and values for 
the theatre, and the launch of several key Equity, Diversity and Inclusion initiatives. 
 
Previously Head of Press and Communications for National Theatre Productions, the 
commercial tours and transfers arm of the National Theatre, Susie ran campaigns for more 
than 20 global tours and West End and Broadway transfers. Susie began her career on a 
trainee scheme at the Cambridge Arts Theatre before taking up press and marketing 
positions at the Royal Shakespeare Company, the National Theatre and the Almeida, 
alongside freelance producing roles. 
 
Susie joins Complicité at an exciting phase, as the company looks ahead to its major 
remount of Mnemonic at the National Theatre in the summer. She will coordinate 
Complicité’s relocation as part of Arts Council England’s NPO-Transfer Programme, and lead 
the transformation of its business model, ensuring the company can continue to create 
world class theatre and arts long into the future. 
                                                                                            
Susie will take up the position of Executive Director from April 2024 following the departure 
of Complicité’s current Executive Director, Amber Massie-Blomfield. 
 
Susie commented: “Complicité is a company that has been formative to my love of live 
performance and its transformative possibilities and it is a privilege to join the team. I’m 
looking forward to working to deliver Simon’s extraordinary vision, taking on the energy and 
passion Amber has brought to the company, to ensure that Complicité continues to thrive 
creatively, operate sustainably and bring its ethos of internationalism, inventiveness and 
adventure to the widest possible audience. With the global climate emergency and threats 
to the ecosystem of our industry presenting just two urgent challenges, there is no company 



 

better placed to continually rediscover what stories we tell, how we tell them, and who we 
share them with.” 
 
Complicité Artistic Director, Simon McBurney said: “It is a joy to welcome Susie as she joins 
our team. Her experience in cultivating relationships and fostering collaboration among arts, 
culture and science institutions resonates deeply with Complicité's collaborative spirit and 
our work across diverse art forms. In these times where we bear witness to unspeakable 
damage and destruction, the need to gather, create and catalyse change has never been 
more pressing. Amber's dedication to centring our commitment to combat the Climate and 
Ecological Emergency has been outstanding, and I look forward to working with Susie as we 
persist in this essential work.” 
 
Chair of the board, Tom Morris said: “Complicité has a fortunate track record in recruiting 
outstanding candidates to the role of Executive Director. After 3 brilliant years with Amber 
Massie-Blomfield we are delighted to welcome Susie Newbery to the company. In a highly 
competitive recruitment process, Susie stood out to the board for her passion for the 
company’s work and her analytical and strategic thinking. At a time when many in theatre 
are having to reimagine their ways of working, Susie is brilliantly equipped to frame the 
company’s future with Simon, Tim and the team. We're excited by what she will achieve and 
look forward to the extraordinary work the company will create with her at the executive 
helm.” 
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For further information contact: 

Shaadi Khosravi-Rad | Complicité – Creative Campaigns Producer shaadi@complicite.org  
 

Biographies: 
 
Complicité 
Complicité is an international touring theatre company based in London led by Artistic 
Director and co-founder, Simon McBurney. Complicité creates work that strengthens human 
interconnection, using the complicity between performer and audience that is at the heart 
of the theatrical experience. Complicité works across art forms, believing theatre, opera, 
film, radio, installation, publication and participatory arts can all be sites for the collective 
act of imagination. 
  
Complicité’s recent work includes: Figures in Extinction [2.0] But then you come to the 
humans, Drive Your Plow Over the Bones of the Dead, Figures in Extinction [1.0], Can I Live?, 
The Encounter, The Master and Margarita, Shun-kin and A Disappearing Number, as well as 
The Dark is Rising; an audio drama for BBC World Service and BBC Sounds based on Susan 
Cooper’s cult novel. Complicité also recently announced the remounting of their 
'astonishing, transfixing, transcendent' (New York Times) show Mnemonic, which originally 
debuted 25 years ago and returns at London's National Theatre this June. Founded in 1983, 
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the Company has won over 50 major theatre awards worldwide, and played in more than 40 
countries. 
 
The company is committed to responding to the climate and ecological emergency. It is a 
founding member of Culture Declares Emergency and co-chairs a working group of UK 
Touring Theatre Companies to share best sustainable practice and to develop the Theatre 
Green Book Touring Guidance. 
 
Find Complicité on Facebook |Twitter | YouTube | Instagram | Website 

https://www.facebook.com/TheatredeComplicite/
https://twitter.com/Complicite
https://www.youtube.com/@CompliciteCompany
https://www.instagram.com/complicitetheatre/
https://www.complicite.org/

