
Complicité  
Creative 
Engagement
A new, spring programme for 
teachers and students studying 
devising at GCSE and A Level as 
part of their drama course.

 “Complicité are the greatest trail-
blazers in our theatrical history.” 
Emma Thompson
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If you would like to book a place please contact 
natalie@complicite.org

The programme will extend outside London in the 
following year, do get in touch to register your interest.

Devising in the Secondary Classroom
The Devising in the Secondary Classroom programme 
is designed to give teachers and pupils studying GCSE 
and A Level Drama a foundation in creating devised 
theatre inspired by Complicité’s practice. 

It begins with a full-day CPD for teachers wanting to 
develop their skills in teaching devised and physical 
theatre. This will be followed by a workshop for 
your students which will embed these skills into the 
students’ work at the start of their devising process. 

The practices and techniques our Associates use in 
these workshops are taken directly from the Company’s 
daily work in rehearsal. The workshops are practical 
and engaging, focusing on devising and collaborating, 
risk-taking and experimentation. We will explore 
building an ensemble through physical training, 
teaching the importance of play and creating a shared 
visual language which will begin to help your students 
shape and communicate the stories they want to tell. 

“The impact from Complicité made the students think in 
a different way, made them learn this new language of 
theatre making which we didn’t have in our department 
before. So many aspects of what we have learned is now 
embedded into the students’ practice at all levels, and 
it comes so natural to them. It has raised the bar of the 
quality of the work they make and how experimental and 
truthful they are when devising.” Teacher, 2019

Devising in the  
Secondary Classroom offer:

• A full-day CPD for teachers in January 2021. The 
day will explore movement, rhythm, space, games, 
improvisation, chorus and the ensemble in the 
context of teaching devising. 

• A 3 hour in-school workshop for your students 
led by an experienced Complicité Associate with a 
background of devising world-renowned theatre, 
organised for a date in the Spring term.   

• Access to online written resources.
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Complicité do A Level Drama
Complicité’s extraordinary ensemble of Associate 
Artists and theatre makers will be taking their A Level 
Drama this spring! 

To support students studying for an A Level in 
Drama, Complicité will join them on the journey. We 
have challenged the team to create two new devised 
pieces of work under A Level conditions with the 
supervision of an experienced teacher. The team will 
even complete the written component of the course, 
all undertaken in the Company’s trademark spirit of 
playfulness, curiosity and risk taking. 

The resulting productions will tour to London schools 
and colleges to be seen by students who themselves are 
taking A Level Drama. Complicité Associates will share 
their experience of the devising 
process and exchange ideas through 
a post-show conversation with 
students. 

This project offers a rare 
opportunity for students to access 
the Company’s working processes 
with insights into physical training 
and play. ‘Complicité Do A Level Drama’ is available to GCSE 

and A level Drama classes in London. If you would like 
the productions and conversation to visit your school in 
March 2021, please contact natalie@complicite.org.

 “You have to hold your nerve. Nothing 
is decided. You have to be open 
enough and confident enough not 
to pin things down too early – it is a 
reactive process” 
Cath Binks, Stage Manager
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About  
Complicité

Complicité is an international touring theatre 
company based in London led by Artistic Director 
and co-founder Simon McBurney. Taking risks, 
pushing boundaries and working as an ensemble are 
at the heart of the Company’s pioneering physical 
practice. Complicité has also led the way in the use of 
technology in theatre, through innovative use of video 
design and, more recently, binaural sound design.
 
Complicité’s work ranges from adaptations of 
writings and short stories though reinterpretation 
of classic texts to major devised pieces. Complicité’s 
recent productions include The Encounter, which was 
described as ‘one of the most fully-immersive theatre pieces 
ever created’ by New York Times, Beware of Pity for the 
Schaubühne Theatre, Berlin, The Master and Margarita 
for the Avignon Festival, Shun-kin and A Disappearing 
Number. Founded in 1983, the Company has won over 
50 major theatre awards worldwide.

The roots of Complicité’s practice can be traced back 
to the training of its members, many of whom studied 
at the Ecole Jacques Lecoq in Paris. This training is 
at the heart of the Company’s Education programme 
which reaches over 2,000 people in schools, colleges, 
clubs, museums and other institutions in the UK 
and abroad every year. Our practice lies in devising 
and collaboration, and we encourage playfulness, risk 
taking and willingness to fail. We have worked with 
participants of all ages and levels of experience. We 
travel the world to share our practice with students and 
theatre professionals alike. We believe that the Arts are 
not an add on, they are not a luxury and they are not 
for the few. 

The techniques and practices that we bring into our 
work with students are the same building blocks that 
the Company employs every day in the rehearsal room. 
The aim of all of our workshops is to build group 
understanding of how to work together to create a 
shared visual language.

‘…the most influential and 
consistently interesting theatre 
company working in Britain’  
The Times

“Complicité’s vision – to create work that 
strengthens human interconnection, using the 
complicity between the performer and the audience 
that is at the heart of the theatrical experience – has 
never been more urgent at this time where violent 
division has become the norm. 

We live in a moment of unprecedented, sometimes 
brutal and ever accelerating change. Pushing the 
limits of artistic experiment, which has always 
been key to the Company’s vision, is a vital tool in 
unlocking the most urgent and crucial questions of 
our times, challenging and excavating conventional 
accepted norms.”

Simon McBurney, Complicité Artistic Director
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To enquire about booking a 
Complicité schools project, 
please contact Natalie Raaum, 
Creative Engagement Producer, 
on natalie@complicite.org or give 
us a call on 020 7485 7700. 

Sign up to our mailing list  
for future opportunities.
 

 @Complicite

 @CompliciteTheatre

 /CompliciteCompany

 /TheatredeComplicite

 complicite.org 
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Registered charity no. 1012507

mailto:natalie%40complicite.org?subject=Creative%20Engagement
https://us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=731974f755f1424a2a0ff15c1&id=dc83fce070
https://twitter.com/complicite
https://www.instagram.com/complicitetheatre/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CompliciteCompany
https://www.facebook.com/TheatredeComplicite/
http://www.complicite.org/information.php

